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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2006-1402
Sponsor: Council Members Jenkins, Corrigan and Jones
Date of Introduction: December 12, 2006

Committee(s) of Reference: R, F, A
Date of Analysis: December 15, 2006

Type of Action: Appropriation; approval of sole-source contract
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $176,000 from various Supervisor of Elections budget accounts (Repairs and maintenance - $50,000; Miscellaneous services - $75,000; Office supplies - $51,000) to fund the purchase of printer modules for the City’s touchscreen voting machines, contingent upon such printer modules being certified for use by the Florida Division of Elections.  The bill approves a purchase contract for 360 AccuVote AccuView  TSX Printer Modules from the Diebold corporation as the sole-source provider for these state-certified units.  The bill also provides that, should the Supervisor of Elections obtain funding from the federal government to retrofit the touchscreen machines with printers, the funds appropriated by this ordinance shall be returned to their original source accounts.
Background Information: Over the past several years, various studies and news reports have raised questions about the security and audit-ability of touchscreen voting machines that do not produce any hard copy record of the votes cast.  In August the Council adopted an ordinance requesting the Supervisor of Elections to procure printers to produce a “paper trail” for all touchscreen voting machines.  The Diebold Corporation has applied to the Florida Division of Elections for certification of printer units for its touchscreen machines to permit them to be utilized in Florida elections, and expects to receive that certification sometime in 2007.  It is unclear whether the certification will be received in time for the printers to be utilized in the City’s spring 2007 elections.
Policy Impact Area: Voting machine hardware
Fiscal Impact: Appropriates $176,000 from various Supervisor of Elections’ accounts, pending possible reimbursement by the federal government.
Analyst: Clements
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